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to the unbusinesslike ways, the irresponsibility and the frivolity
which infect the transport system like a fever."1
Nor does the Soviet press hesitate to point out what this
failure of transport means for agriculture. An article in Izvestia
(February 24, 1934), dealing with the impending sowing
season, says: "Owing to the transport breakdown the collective
farms and the Soviet farms have been deprived of thousands
of tons of most valuable seed—the direct result of bureaucratic
mismanagement. Are many words needed to show the dis-
astrous effect of the breakdown of water and railway transport,
as also the failure in production and repairs, in respect of
tractors and other branches of industry upon the Soviet Union
-—a country where industrial and agricultural mechanization is
one of the main foundations of the entire economic system?"
It is not the aim of this work to inquire to what extent the
five-year plans were capable of realization. Yet the question
of industrialization and of the degree to which it was successful
could not be passed over altogether, for it has reacted pro-,
foundly upon agriculture and hence upon the food supply,
quite apart from the immediate effect upon agriculture of the
conditions in the tractor factories and the transport system.
The excessive haste with which industrialization was under-
taken and, in particular, the impossibility of properly harmo-
nizing the rate of production of the various branches of industry,
as well as the faulty investment of capital on an enormous
scale, led to a greater and more urgent need for foreign products
and hence for foreign exchange. Despite the endeavour to
reach autarchy in the shortest possible time, it became apparent
that industrialization could not be carried through without the
1 That the transport system has further deteriorated since 1934 is shown
by the first decree issued by the newly appointed dictator, Kaganovitch,
to the employees of his department. He says: "When we consider that in
1934 19*000 trucks were delivered to the railways and that 64,000 were
destroyed or damaged, it is clear that railway accidents and casualties are
the root evil and a plague of the entire railway system. . . . People have
become accustomed to railway accidents, regard them as ordinary occur-
rences, and consider the campaign against them a matter of secondary
importance."

